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fsUEEN ESTHER saves her people 
ji II^JI from destruction ; Delilah deprives 
Samson of the locks of his strength ; 
Herodias' daughter dances off John the 
Baptist's head; Chriemhild marries At- 
tila, King of the Huns, for the sole pur- 
pose of revenging Siegfried's death; 
Joan of Arc turns the tide of victory 
against the English, and saves France 
for her native dynasty. 

Under Richelieu and Mazarin and Louis 
XIV. the fair, white hands of women 
are seen to be continually dabbling in 
politics. The wars of the Fronde were 
all woman's work. Anne of Austria, 
Madame de Chevreuse, Madame de La 
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Fayette, later on Madame de Mahitenon, 
and scores of others, schemed and planned 
and intrigued until it was hard to tell, 
what their objects really were. The 
French revolution, too, was a splendid 
field for the exercise of female ingenuity 
in politics, only it was a bloody time, and 
many of the fair diplomatists paid dearly 
for their interference. Enthusiastic Ma- 
non Roland and fanatic Charlotte Corday 
met a tragic fate under the knife of the 
guillotine, while Madame de Stael escaped 
with a long exile from her beloved France. 
Of late, although the capitals of Europe 
and our own Washington swarm with dip- 
lomatic ladies, few have attained more than 
local notoriety. N^one, I should say, ex- 
cept some of the Russian women impli- 
cated in the N^ihilistic troubles, chief of 
whom was the unfortunate Vera Sassu- 
litch. 
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This long array, at random culled from 
the pages of history, shows woman's ca- 
pacity for and love of the diplomatic art. 
Wherever she has an end to attain, 
whether for good or for evil, she is clever 
and energetic in finding means to attain 
it. Whatever the motive, whether spite 
or revenge, patriotism, or the love of rul- 
ing, or the passion for intrigue alone, and 
whatever the stakes, whether a kingly 
crown- or a cardinal's hat, or the head of 
a priest, or simply a fat office for a favor- 
ite, pretty, determined heads and ener- 
getic little white hands often est come out 
winners. 

Men rule the world with iron hand, 
with the fire of cannon qjid din and noise, 
yet many times their actions are directed 
by leading strings gracefully and deli- 
cately handled by women. The power 
behind the throne is most often of the 
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feminine gender, and one great reason of 
dissatisfaction among women is that they 
dare not flaunt their influence in the face 
of the world. This is a great grief, and 
with the real wrongs that still remain to 
be redressed, legally and socially, is the 
cause of the clamor and clatter for rights, 
which, however, is raised only by a few. 
The majority of women are, after all, 
pretty well satisfied with their share of 
this world's spoils, and well know the 
strength that lies in their weakness. 
They are quite aware that Nature or God 
has so arranged matters that their princi- 
pal duty, business, pleasure, all, is staked 
upon a single event in their lives — their 
marriage — and connected with the mat- 
rimonial state. Of course there are 
women who, from choice or the force of 
circumstances, are exempt from these du- 
ties. Of late there has been much talk 
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of the provision to be made for these. It 
has been remarked that our much- vaunted 
education amounts to but Uttle or nothing, 
when one has no other resources but it 
to draw upon for a means of subsistence. 
What are our girls to do? is the cry of 
our daily newspapers, and it is echoed by 
the magazines, taken up as an interesting 
problem by our novelists, and discussed 
throughout the land. It is a question 
that European nations have been wrest- 
ling with for a long time, a problem at 
the solving of which they have been for 
some centuries. Their sui'plus of the 
feminine element has been shut up in nun- 
neries, or Uved a peaceful life in econom- 
ically conducted endowed institutions for 
the maintenance of the aged and single 
of a certain class, or they have been, there 
as here teachers, seamstresses, factory wo- 
men and servants. A very select few, the 
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talents and geniuses, shine in literature and 
art. Much the same employments oc- 
cupy the single women in our country, 
with the distinction that the inferior and 
menial positions are never filled by Amer- 
icans of more than one generation's stand- 
ing. To my knowledge I have never seen 
an American servant girl, and if such a 
thing exists, it is a rare bird, indeed. 
Why is it, asks the female suffragist and 
woman's rights lady, that so few of the 
professions and trades are open to women, 
and that even those which are not closed 
to them, generally give the preference to 
men? The answer is very simple. It is 
because work is rarely taken up by women 
as a life-work, but usually as a sinecure, 
until they shall occupy their proper posi- 
tion in the married state. They cannot, 
for the most part, enter into work or study 
with the enthusiasm and earnestness and 
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firm resolve which they would have, did 
they intend to enlist for life. For, before 
the mind of almost every noniially or- 
ganized young woman there flits the vision 
of a home over which she shall be queen, 
and which she will adorn and grace, in 
which she will love and be loved. For 
the realization of that vision, she will al- 
ways be found ready to desert from what- 
ever work she is engaged in. She will be 
willing even to bury whatever dreams of 
ambition and fame she may have cher- 
ished. This is so, has been so, and will 
be so, from the nature of the matter, un- 
til the end of time. And that, too, is 
the chief difficulty which those striving 
for the equalization of the sexes in point 
of education, labor, and remuneration for 
labor will have to contend with, and in 
vain. It is certain then that thoco women 
can enter into competition with men only 
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in those fields of work for which their na- 
ture and peculiar gifts particularly fit 
them, and it devolves upon those most in- 
terested in the subiect to determine what 
these are. I fancy, and others of greater 
mind and a wider experience uphold me in 
this idea, that her chief capacity is . for 
diplomacy, for all those delicate missions 
and labors in life that require a quick per- 
ception, a close and patient attention to 
detail, a correct judgment and knowledge 
of human nature and the faculty of rap- 
idly summing up and arriving at a conclu- 
sion. Among the professions none could 
be as well and suitably filled by women as 
the ministry. The " taceat malier in ec- 
clesia^^^ has been abandoned by many 
Protestant sects long ago, and will be 
abandoned by all in time. The ancients 
were well aware of woman's peculiar apt- 
ness for the priesthood, and among the 
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Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans priest- 
esses were as frequent as priests, and often 
enjoyed even greater homage than their 
masculine colleagues. Came not the 
Delphic Oracle from the mouth of a 
woman, and were not the Sibylline 
books a woman's work and a woman's 
gift? And whenever, in ancient times, a 
man was accounted wise above all other 
men, did he not claim to have obtained his 
wisdom from a woman? Socrates had his 
Diotima, Numa Pompilius, his Egeria; 
Pericles, it is said, whetted his wits on the 
wisdom of his fair Ionian friend, Aspasia, 
while the diplomatist of diplomatists 
among rulers, Justinian, was guided in the 
most important affairs of state bj^ the ad- 
vice of his wicked but shrewd wife, Theo- 
dora. But I have digressed slightly, and 
I return from my meanderings into his- 
torical by-paths to assert that woman's 
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capacity for gertain positions connected 
with commerce, has never been duly ap- , ^ 
preciated, and it has been for a long Hfne 
a subject of wonderment to me that our 
go-ahead women have not hit upon the 
idea of wresting, from out of the hands 
of the stern and selfish sex, the lucrative 
and desirable position of the commercial 
traveller, the requisites of which,' tact and 
diplomacy, belong so much more to them. 
Listen to what Thackeray says : '' What 
good woman does not laugh at her hus- 
band's and father's jokes and stories time 
after time, and would not laugh at break- 
fast, lunch, and dinner if he told themV 
Flattery is their nature ; to coax, flatter, 
and sweetly befool some one is every wo- 
man's business. She is none, if she de- 
clines this ofiice." And, in another 
place: ''A perfectly honest woman^— ar— * 
woman who never flatters, who never 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DIPLOMATIC WOMAN. 13 

manages, who never cajoles, who never 
conceals, who never uses her eyes, 
who never speculates on the effect 
which she produces, who never is 
conscious of unspoken admiration, what 
a monster, I say, would such a female 
be!" Think of all these talents, ye 
ladies anxious for rights^ think of them 
aptly applied in business, in the manage- 
ment of fractious country customers, for 
instance ; think of them and act upon my 
suggestion. ISTot that I agree with 
Thackeray when he asserts that all women 
are hypocrites and lack truth and honesty. 
On the contrary, the old song is perfectly 
right, " men are deceivers ever," and wo- 
men only exceptionally. ' ' Liars are those 
who know not how to deceive ; flatterers 
deceive only fools. Those alone who 
handle truth adroitly, and know its elo- 
quence, can pride themselves on their 
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aptness." So says La Rochefoucauld, 
the sententious, and I add, these latter are, 
for the most part, women. 

There are exceptions ; yes, unscrupu- 
lous, intnguing, untruthful women are 
not as scarce as they should be — women 
who play a part, or oftener half a dozen 
different parts to different people simul- 
taneously; finished actresses appearing 
on the world's stage, jsociety, for their own 
entertainment and for the furtherance of 
some selfish aim or object. A woman of 
this kind is the one whom Henri Roche- 
fort, of communistic fame, describes in 
his '^ Mademoiselle Bismarck." The title, 
to be sure, is ill chosen, for the meth- 
ods of Rochefort's scheming mademoi- 
selle have not the faintest resemblance to 
those of the great German chancellor, of 
whom it is known that he plays his bold 
games fairly, for the most part rather 
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boastfully displaying- his cards in the sight 
of all the world. And well he can afford 
to do so, backed up by the most splendid 
army the world has ever known, and no 
end of Krupp's cannon. 

Mademoiselle Talleyrand would have 
been a more fitting name, for it was Tal- 
leyrand who said that language was in- 
vented to conceal one's thoughts, and who 
carried out this maxim in his diplomatic 
affairs. And Talleyrand, the shrewd and 
unscrupulous French premier it was, who 
gave to woman's diplomatic aptitude, a 
most brilliant, though an indirect testi- 
monial. The story is, that when the first 
Napoleon, with soldierly bluntn ess, asked 
his prime minister why he had married 
that woman, alluding to Madame de 
Talleyrand, he received the astounding 
answer, '^ Because she was the most 
stupid one I could find." The first and 
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foremost of European diplomatists, afraid 
to marry a woman of even ordinary intel- 
ligence ! What better proof could be de- 
sired for the superior shrewdness and 
managing qualities of the fair sex? But 
to return to Kochefort's misnamed novel, 
the young lady in question, to whom the 
flattering title of Mademoiselle Bismarck 
is applied, is without relatives to arrange 
a matrimonial alliance for her, as is gen- 
erally done in France, and so, taking mat- 
ters into her own hands, she sets about 
making a brilliant match for herself. She 
aims high and shrinks from nothing to 
gain her end. To forge letters and tele- 
grams, to simulate going into a decline, 
so well as to deceive even the physicians, 
to trifle with the affections of other men 
for the purpose of arousing interest and 
jealousy; these are but a few of the de- 
vices, she has recourse to, for bringing the 
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victim Talazac (who is meant for a por- 
trait of the late lamented Gambetta) to 
her feet. In an attempt to play at suicid- 
ing for the benefit of the coveted husband, 
the elaborate preparations she has made 
for a timely rescue, fail her, and she finds 
a watery and not undeserved grave in the 
Seine. Of course, all our moral feelings 
are a great deal shocked by the proceed- 
ings of this young French woman, yet, 
in spite of our indignation at her iniquity 
we cannot, at times, suppress just a little 
smile of exultation at the thought that a 
mere school-miss should be able to outwit 
the cleverest man in France. In Ameri- 
can society Mademoiselle Bismarck, 
though not in her worst form perhaps, 
abounds. Abroad the mamma is sup- 
posed to do the matrimonial scheming for 
her (i^aughters, but that is deprecated 
here, as the young American ladies, at an 
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age which is considered tender by other na- 
tionalities, deem themselves perfectly 
able to look to their own interests. And 
so they are able ! Look at the position 
woman occu])ies socially. She is up on a 
very^ very high pedestal, and the men de- 
mand nothing better than to kneel below 
in abject idolatry and worship. To be 
sure, the humble Griselda, is not now the 
most admired type of womanhood in any 
country. But what are we coming to, 
when, one by one, the distinguished for- 
eigners on a visit here, remark on the su- 
periority of the women to the men? 
When Adam and Eve divided the apple 
in Paradise, Eve, of course, kept the big- 
ger half, hence, her intuitive knowledge 
of things, which she faithfully transmitted 
to her daughters. This quality make& 
women even with the sons of Adam, who 
possess the greater physical strength. 
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The capacities of mind, too, were dis- 
tributed, so that some belong more to 
men, others to women. The American 
women, it seems, are busily cultivating 
their share of mind, while the men — are 
standing by to admire the success of their 
idols. Well, it might be interesting to 
see what position would be assigned to 
the man, if once the woman, not secretly 
and through a masculine medium, but 
openly, triumphantly, not socially alone, 
but politically, queened it over him. 

There is but one drawback to such an 
arrangement in the eyes of the weaker 
sex, and that has been so much better ex- 
pressed by Madame de Stael than I can 
ever hope to express it, that I will give 
her words; " It is hard," she says, ''to 
retain enthusiasm for those whom we 
must spare. The forbearance which a 
woman must show for any kind of inferi- 
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ority in a man, always presupposes that 
she feels more pity for him than love, and 
the calculation and reflection which such 
forbearance demands, must wither the 
celestial nature of the involuntary feeling 
of love." This is hardly the consumma- 
tion desired by even the most chivalrous 
of American gentlemen, and I am afraid 
a dreadful reaction will set in, when it is 
perceived that this is what their idolatry 
of women will inevitably lead to . Besides , 
I am convinced that the American woman 
herself will not long care to enjoy the tri- 
umph of her superiority of mental attain- 
ments at such a price, but will, with wonted 
sagacity and diplomatic tact, prevail upon 
her brother countrymen to look uj^on the 
development of their nobler faculties as 
the first, on the amassing of wealth as a 
secondary consideration. Full well is wo- 
man aware that what Goethe calls " das 
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Ewig Weibltehe" (the ever- womanly) , 
constitutes her chief power; and that a 
general overstepping of the boundaries of 
her sphere would dispel that misty cloud 
that mythology and religion, poetry and 
fiction have woven about her, and which 
is at once her weapon and her armor, her 
safeguard and her charm. 

All the dark and inexplicable, myste- 
rious, awful and unapproachable forces of 
nature, all ideas — vague and grand, and 
umitterable — were symbolized by the an- 
cients in feminine forms, or, at least, in 
monstrous shapes, part woman and part 
bird or beast. The Gorgons, the Furies, 
the Destinies, are examples of the former ; 
the Harpies, the Sirens, and that mystery 
of mysteries, the Sphinx, of the latter. 

Mohammedanism has its Houris, Norse 
mythology its Walkyries — ' ' the ever- 
womanly" leading onward and upward. 
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and holding the reward for highest virtue. 
" Cherchez la femme " — '' look for the 
woman," says the modern Frenchman, 
meaning, in his frivolity and irreverence, 
that woman is at the bottom of all mischief. 
But she is no less at the bottom of all good, 
and full well, I repeat, is she aware that 
''the ever-womanly '' is the source and 
secret of her power. The danger, then, 
that we shall have a nation of viragos, is 
not so great as it may at first appear, for 
all woman's art and diplomacy, her im- 
mense moral influence, and the particular 
veneration accorded her in this country, 
ought to and shall be employed to raise the 
standard of masculine ambition. Yes, I 
regard it as the most pressing mission, as 
the one right ^ as the sacred duty of the 
American woman, to insist, for her own 
sake, as well as for theirs, that her coun- 
trymen abandon the insane chase after 
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lucre, and employ their tremendous ener- 
gies in the pursuit of science and art, which 
truly ennoble mind and character. Let 
them rather look upon woman as a crea- 
ture of various charms and graces, but 
with a dash of the devil, than regard her 
as an angel here below. If they be thus 
disposed, let them concede to her the mo- 
nopoly of the places for which her talents — 
diplomatic and otherwise — particularly fit 
her, let them generously and chivalrously 
give her the easier positions in trade, pol- 
itics, and the professions that she covets. 
For the rest let woman continue to exert 
her influence quietly, as she has done 
hitherto, through the medium of fathers, 
husbands, brothers and sons. Believe me, 
it is better so. 
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